The Minister of Education launched a new and informative webspace for parents
and whanau today, designed to help them support children’s learning at home
and strengthening the relationship between families, schools and kura.

What is the new webspace and what does it include?

The Parent Portal is an online platform that provides parents and whanau with easy-
to-use resources and tools to support their child’s education at home. It allows them
to work in partnership with their school or kura and to keep informed about what their
child is learning, by including:

¢ Year-by-year Curriculum Learning Guides: parent-friendly versions of both The
New Zealand Curriculum and Te Marautanga o Aotearoa, detailing what children
are learning, why it’'s important, and when they’ll be learning it.

¢ Practice activities: activities that parents and whanau can use to support their
child’s learning at home, such as phonics cards with audio files to model correct
sounds.

* Informative videos and resources: videos explaining new assessments like the
Phonics Checks and Hihira Weteoro, which help identify additional support a child
might need, and resources to help parents prepare for the first day of school and
parent-teacher interviews.

The Parent Portal can be accessed here:

https:/www.education.govt.nz/your-childs-learning
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Why is it important?

This new webspace aims to create a more transparent and supportive educational
experience for both students and their whanau. It is designed to support every child’s
learning journey by offering tools and resources that make it easier for parents and
whanau to help with their education, at home and at school.

It enhances communication between parents, whanau, teachers, schools and kura,
ensuring everyone is on the same page about student progress. Additionally, it provides
parents and whanau with the knowledge and resources needed to actively participate in
their child’s education, meaning they can complement it with learning at home and have
meaningful conversations with teachers and kaiako.

How will schools and kura benefit?

¢ Engaged and informed parents and whanau can play a crucial role in supporting
the education of their child, which in turn benefits schools and kura by creating a
more supportive, collaborative, and effective learning environment.

¢ Parents and whanau can now better support their child’s learning at home,
reinforcing what is taught in school and kura, and supporting their children to
make progress in line with the National Curriculum.

¢ Strengthening relationships and partnering with parents and whanau can lead to
improved academic outcomes for children.

What’s next?

The Parent Portal will be regularly updated with the latest information. This ensures that
parents and whanau will always have access to the most current information about what
their child is learning. We will provide updates on new curriculum content and additional
resources or activities that can support their child’s education. Stay tuned for these
updates to keep whanau informed and engaged in their children’s learning journeys.

Check out the latest episode of the Schoo/ Shorts podcast.

Join the Minister of Education, Erica Stanford, and Melissa
Chan-Green as they discuss the Parent Portal:

https:/www.schoolshorts.com/podcast

For schools and kura
We encourage you to share the Parent Portal with your community.
You could do this by:
* providing the link to parents and whanau of new school starters
« adding a link to your website and/or Facebook page
* including a link in your newsletter

* mentioning the portal at parent/teacher interviews.
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