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What is SMART?

SMART is a new assessment tool being introduced this year for schools and kura
across New Zealand. It’s designed for students in Years 3-10 and helps teachers
understand where your child is in their learning and what they’re ready to learn next.
The results will also help ensure your child gets the support they need to thrive and will
be shared with you so you know more about how your child is progressing.

Schools can choose to use SMART
for assessments in reading,
writing, maths, pdnui, tuhituhi, and
pdngarau during the school year.
It’s free for all schools and aligned
with the new national curriculum
and the questions are designed
for their age group to cover what
they have been learning in class.

What happens during the assessment?

Your child completes the assessment at school, during
normal class time. It takes around 30 to 45 minutes,
depending on their year level, and the questions are
designed for their age group. SMART is designed to be
easy to use and to support the widest range of school and
kura needs. If your child needs extra support (such as more
time, larger text, or audio) their teacher can arrange this.
The assessment can be completed online or on paper.



SMART results will be shared with parents so you can
stay involved in your child’s learning and understand
the progress they are making across the year.

What does SMART tell us?
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This year, all schools are required to give you
written reports at least twice a year about your
child’s progress and achievement.

This Gasessrent result
contributes to the
overall descriptor

of progreds and
achievement for this
child | mokopuna.

|

SMART is one of the tools teachers can use
to help build this picture. It provides useful
assessment information, but it is only one
source among many. Your child’s teacher brings -
together classroom learning, conversations,

observations, and other assessments to make

an informed overall judgement about progress.

If the SMART result differs from the teacher’s

judgement, that’s okay. It’s important for teachers
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and whanau to understand why there may be
a difference and what it tells us about your
child’s learning. Your child’s teacher will always
bring together multiple sources of information
to build the fullest picture of progress.

An example of how these elements may appear in
your child’s report. Please visit the Parent portal on
education.govt.nz to see a high quality pdf.

From 2027, SMART becomes adaptive: the questions
will adjust in real time based on your child’s answers,
getting easier or harder to match their level. This
means the assessment gives a more precise picture
of where your child is at, not too easy, not too hard.

I

”H



Is my child’s information safe?

Yes. The Ministry of Education is the kaitiaki
(guardian) of all student data in SMART.

Your child's information is securely stored in
New Zealand and is used only to support their
learning.

How can | support my child’s learning at
home?

You don't need to prepare your child for a
SMART assessment, it's designed to reflect what
they're learning in class. But there are always
ways to support learning at home:

* Talk with your child about what they're
learning at school

* Look for everyday opportunities to practise
skills (like reading together, measuring while
cooking, talking about stories)

 Ask your child's teacher if you'd like more
ideas for home support

e Head to the Parent Portal for resources and
a maths practice tool if you want to help at
home

Does my child’s school have to use
SMART?

No. Schools and kura can choose the tools
they use to understand children’s learning and
progress. SMART is one option that supports
the refreshed curriculum by giving teachers

clear, consistent information. Your child’s school
might use SMART on its own or alongside other
ways of gathering progress information. If
you'd like to know more about how your school
approaches assessment, the best place to start
is by talking with your child’s teacher.

When will SMART assessments happen?

Schools will use SMART during two set
assessment windows each year. In 2026,
these are:

 Term 2: 20 April - 22 May
«  Term 4:12 October - 13 November

There are two assessment windows each year
so that teachers, schools, and whdnau can see
how your child is progressing over time. The
first assessment shows where your child is at,
and the second shows how far they’ve come.
Your child's school will let you know when
assessments are coming up. SMART launches
for all schools from March 2026.

Questions?

If you have questions about SMART or your
child’s results, talk to your child's teacher or
school. They can explain what the results mean
and how they're being used to support your
child’'s learning.

For more information, visit the SMART page on

the Parent Portal.

The new parent portal
on education.govt.nz has
more information and a

resources about supporting
your child’s learning

www.educotion.govt.nz/porents-ond-coregivers/schools-yeur-0-13(y60ren



https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.education.govt.nz%2Fparents-and-caregivers%2Fschools-year-0-13%2Fparent-portal%2Fguide-smart-new-assessment-tool-your-child&data=05%7C02%7CPeter.Howman%40education.govt.nz%7C896331d8cabb43c3ca5c08de6f9e38f3%7Ce6d2d4ccb762486e88944f5f440d5f31%7C0%7C0%7C639070922524807034%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SxVHVvlK%2FTm0w6sh9EEK4xmlR4otwAWQQluS%2F3VMLsw%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.education.govt.nz%2Fparents-and-caregivers%2Fschools-year-0-13%2Fparent-portal%2Fguide-smart-new-assessment-tool-your-child&data=05%7C02%7CPeter.Howman%40education.govt.nz%7C896331d8cabb43c3ca5c08de6f9e38f3%7Ce6d2d4ccb762486e88944f5f440d5f31%7C0%7C0%7C639070922524807034%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SxVHVvlK%2FTm0w6sh9EEK4xmlR4otwAWQQluS%2F3VMLsw%3D&reserved=0

