
SMART

Writing rubrics

The original material for this rubric is copyrighted to 
Vantage Learning, with NZCER’s subsequent adaptation 

copyright remaining with NZCER. This adaptation by 
the Ministry can be printed and used by NZ teachers.

Student responses score between 1 (lowest) 
and 6 (highest) for each of the 5 areas, 

adding to a total of 30. Students’ scores 
are likely to vary across the 5 areas. 

The rubrics score how well students respond across 
five areas that align with the sub-elements of the 

English learning area in the New Zealand Curriculum. 
Although the element names are not used explicitly, 
the alignment has been built into the rubric design.

After completion of scaling, 
SMART will translate scores 
into progress descriptors to 
ensure all reporting is consistent 
nationally and for all audiences.

The same rubrics are used to mark student responses at 
all year levels. The scoring will take into consideration:

•	 differing curriculum expectations for each 
year level, illustrated through accompanying 
exemplars (available soon)

•	 differing writing purposes with different prompts.

The NZC English learning area focusses on 
three purposes for writing. SMART assesses 
these three purposes using marking rubrics 
aligned to the writing strand.

For Years 3–8 texts are marked using Writing 
to Persuade rubric, to Entertain (Narrative) 
rubric, and to Inform rubric. 

For Years 9 and 10 creative texts are marked 
using the Writing to Entertain (Narrative) 
rubric, and persuasive texts are marked 
using the Writing to Persuade rubric.


